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Abstract: 
Sickle cell retinopathy (SCR) is an important but often underrecognized cause of vision loss among individuals living with sickle cell disease (SCD). Its burden and clinical profile vary widely across regions due to genetic, environmental, and socioeconomic factors. Understanding the geographical distribution of SCR and its historical evolution is essential for guiding screening strategies, improving early detection and treatment, and shaping global research priorities.
This presentation reviews the emergence of SCR as a clinical entity, tracing its first descriptions and major milestones in research. We examine its prevalence across different regions, highlighting disparities between high-resource and low-resource settings and assessing how these factors have shaped the trajectory of SCR research.
By integrating historical insights with current data, this presentation provides a comprehensive overview of SCR’s global impact and underscores the need for consensus guidelines to prevent visual morbidity.
